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Homeowner Costs 
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WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO LIVE HERE?

WHAT YOU CAN DO

CONNECT2HOME.ORG

Arlington Heights

out of 30,514 Arlington 
Heights households struggle 
to pay for housing.*
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Monthly Income

Avg. Actual Rental 
Housing Costs**

of renters are housing 
cost burdened

of homeowners are 
housing cost burdened

Calculated by dividing 3,088 cost burdened renter 
households by 7,795 total renter households.

Calculated by dividing 5,019 cost burdened owner 
households by 22,719 total owner households.

40% 22%

Affordable Monthly 
Housing Costs

Annual Income* $0

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development defines housing as affordable when costs do 
not exceed 30% of your income. If you pay more than 30%, you are considered housing cost burdened. 
The chart below illustrates how much someone can afford based on income level versus what average 
Cook County housing actually costs.

Educating yourself about the solutions are the 

first steps toward ensuring everyone has a safe, 

stable place to call home. 

Start with a Housing Unlocked 101 workshop. 

You’ll learn:

Avg. Disability 
Payment 

 $19,598

Manufacturing 
Worker 

 $50,989

Construction 
Worker 

$80,888 
Caretaker 
$37,346

Business 
Professional 
$169,581

Avg. Social  
Security 
Payment 

 $24,856 

Food Service 
Worker 

 $33,702 Registered Nurse 
 $101,267

When the people who keep 
Arlington Heights running can’t 
afford to live here, it’s a sign 
the community needs more 
housing that’s affordable.

What affordable housing really means

Why the housing crisis exists

The policies that create more affordable homes

How you can get involed & advocate 

Sources: Illinois Department of Employment Security, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS), (shows Cook County wages) 2024. 
*U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019-2023 5-Year Estimates (NOTE: Renter and owner households where housing cost burden is not calculated are excluded from the total number of households included 
here.) Social Security Administration-Benefits Paid by Type of Beneficiary (December 2025).  
**Zillow Rental Data, Arlington Heights (July 5, 2026).

Joining Forces for Affordable Housing, powered by Connections for the Homeless, 2121 Dewey Ave. Evanston, IL 60201
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YOU CAN MAKE A

Every town needs policies that have a high 
likelihood of creating more affordable housing. 
Take action with other local residents to increase 
the strength of housing policies by starting or 
joining a local chapter of Joining Forces for 
Affordable Housing. 

Joining Forces is powered by Connections for the Homeless and works across 
northeastern Illinois to expand affordable housing for all. 

Difference!

1 Bed 
$1,779

2 Bed 
 $2,212 

3 Bed 
 $3,500 
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Did you know? 27% of Arlington Heights 
households cannot afford their housing. 
Paychecks haven’t kept up with the cost 
of living and there’s not enough affordable 
housing for all community members.

27%
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